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Presentation Notes
It is an honour and a great pleasure for me to represent ICAO in this High-level briefing on the Contributions of  Aviation to Sustainable Development in Countries in Special Situations.

This is a great opportunity for ICAO to share with Member States, UN entities, the aviation industry, development partners, international and regional organizations, financial institutions, donors and other actors, its vision on how aviation serves the transportation network and contributes to sustainable development worldwide. 

An integrated transport system including air, road, rail and maritime  is key to eradicate poverty and promote prosperity in a changing world. 

Landmark and universal commitments undertaken at the highest level, such as the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Paris Agreement, and the New Urban Agenda depend from the holistic cooperation of land, maritime, air and in the future space transportation systems to promote a sustainable drive in global development.

For Countries in Special Situations,  the Istanbul Programme of Action (IPoA), the Vienna Programme of Action (VPoA) and Small Island Developing States Accelerated Modalities of Action (Samoa Pathway) recognize that the development and maintenance of aviation infrastructure services are essential to achieving sustainable development in Least Developing Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS), and call for specific actions to attain their objectives.

Let me start my intervention by presenting ICAO’s role.
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ICAO is the only organization in the United Nations (UN) common system with aviation as a mandate and has been responsible for more than 70 years of the adoption of international requirements that enables the safe and orderly development of international civil aviation. 

This work is accomplished through strong and close collaboration of ICAO Member States, the aviation industry and partners led by the specialized agency of the United Nations that I am representing today. There are currently over 12,000 Standards and Recommended Practices and it is through these provisions –as well as ICAO’s auditing, technical assistance and capacity-building efforts– that the global aviation system is able to operate over 100,000 daily commercial flights, safely, securely and efficiently.

With the adoption of the 2030 Agenda, sustainable transport, including air transport, was reinforced as an enabler of sustainable development and improvements in this sector should now be directly considered in global, regional and national development frameworks. 
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ICAO is actively engaged, in alignment with its 5 Strategic Objectives, in supporting the implementation of the 2030 Agenda by assisting its Member States in enhancing their air transport systems. 

Because of its unique mandate, ICAO’s work is strongly linked to 15 of the 17 SDGs. 

This was recognized by the 39th Session of the ICAO Assembly in 2016 which progressed a number of new initiatives that directly contribute to the SDGs, including the adoption of a resolution on Aviation’s contribution towards the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The resolution underlines the fact that air transport is a catalyst for sustainable development and highlights that aviation represents an essential lifeline for Countries in Special Situations to connect to the world. It calls our agency to consider the special needs and characteristics of LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS when coordinating, facilitating and implementing assistance programmes aimed at enhancing their air transport systems.
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ICAO’s mission to support and enable a healthy global air transport network is underpinned by five comprehensive Strategic Objectives. Those address the clear need to anticipate and manage the projected doubling of global air transport capacity by 2030 while maintaining safety, efficiency, security, economic viability and environmental performance. 

ICAO’s 5 Strategic Objectives are the enablers of sustainable aviation development.
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Air transport is the safest mode of transport and safety records improve steadily, with 2016 preliminary showing the lowest accident rate ever. Despite this excellent track record safety remains ICAO’s and global aviation’s most fundamental focus. States are expected to implement the international standards adopted by ICAO and solidify their oversight capabilities. 

The Global Aviation Safety Plan (GASP) issued by ICAO guides State’s activities and sector-wide investments. Through a cooperative approach, ICAO  promotes addressing emerging issues and concerns on the safety status of aircraft operations. 

ICAO also supports Member States at the national level by identifying the level of effective implementation of international requirements through its Universal Safety Oversight Audit Programme (USAOP).This unique programme within the UN system has generated excellent data which has allowed us to monitor the effectiveness of a State’s aviation safety oversight system. 

ICAO’s Strategic Objective of Aviation Safety supports 11 SDGs. 
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In the area of Air Navigation Capacity and Efficiency, ICAO supports Member States with upgrades to air navigation and aerodrome infrastructure as well as to develop new procedures to optimize aviation system performance. 

These enhancements need the strong commitment of Member States to assess their future air transport gaps and goals with the assistance of the Global Air Navigation Capacity and Efficiency Plan, also known as the GANP. 

Innovations led through this strategic objective, such as the implementation of Performance-based Navigation (PBN), allow the global aviation community to reduce aviation congestion, reduce fuel consumption, protect the environment, reduce the impact of aircraft noise and maintain reliable, all-weather operations, even at the most challenging airports. It also provides operators with greater flexibility and better operating returns while increasing the safety of regional and national airspace systems.

ICAO’s Strategic Objective of Air Navigation Capacity and Efficiencysupports 11 SDGs.
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Aviation security is another Strategic Objective of ICAO. Such threats are omnipresent in today’s world and the need for security measures is critical. Therefore, ICAO also calls State to focus on aviation security, facilitation and related border security matters. In fact, the United Nation’s Security Council adopted Resolution 2309 last September calling for closer collaboration to ensure the security of global air services and prevent terrorist attacks. 

Policy initiatives, audits focused on the capability of Member States to oversee their aviation security performance, and assistance to States that are unable to address security deficiencies are another very important area of work for ICAO. 

Further, ICAO works with States in enhancing the security of travel documents and facilitating the efficient management of border control processes to expedite clearance (of aircraft, passengers/crew, baggage, cargo) and prevent unnecessary delays.

ICAO’s Strategic Objective of Security and Facilitation supports 8 SDGs.
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ICAO Member States are also expected to foster the development of a sound and economically-viable civil aviation system. This subject reflects the need for ICAO’s leadership in harmonizing the air transport framework focusing specifically on economic policies aimed at fostering equality of opportunity. 

​​​​​​The main goal is for Member States to reduce costs related to performing their economic regulatory functions​​ while increasing the consumer's benefits and choices, improving air connectivity and creating more competitive business opportunities in the marketplace. Member states achieving these targets will thereby contribute to the sustainable economic development, the liberalization of market access,  air cargo,  air carrier ownership and control and to the expansion of trade and tourism.

ICAO’s Strategic Objective of Economic Development of Air Transport supports 13 SDGs.
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Last but certainly not lease is the need to protect the environment while air transport develops. Aircrafts today are 70 percent quieter, and 80 percent more fuel efficient than decades ago. And we are currently exceeding our two percent annual fuel efficiency improvement goal. 

ICAO's leadership in all aviation-related environmental activities is more relevant than ever before. The endorsement of the aviation Global Market-based Measure made air transport the very first major industry sector to take action at the global level on international emissions. Over 66​​​ States, representing more than 86.5​​​​% of international aviation activity, intend to voluntarily participate in the Global Market-based Measure scheme from its outset. While implementing the Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA), States have the responsibility to develop and submit an action plan and contribute to making flights greener and more efficient. 

To further acknowledge States’ different capabilities within this framework, LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs are exempted from having to implement the scheme. Nevertheless, they are encouraged to voluntarily participate.

With regard to assistance, ICAO and the EU have started a project on a selected group of 14 States in Africa and the Caribbean to support their efforts in developing and implementing their States’ Action Plans on CO2 emissions reduction from international aviation. 

ICAO’s Strategic Objective of Environmental Protection supports 12 SDGs. Details of the SDG mapping are available on ICAO’s public website.
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Within the 2030 Agenda framework, ICAO is the custodian agency of global indicator 9.1.2  Passenger and Freight Volumes, by Mode of Transport within the 2030 Agenda framework. 

Potential impediments to progress this indicator include:

Lack of prioritization of aviation in development plans
Restrictions or barriers posed on air services and/or ineffective policies that constraint connectivity 
Lack of quality, reliable, sustainable and resilient air transport infrastructure
Deficient safety and/or security oversight systems 
Lack of investments

All these are intrinsically related to the Strategic Objectives I just explained. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg9
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As mentioned earlier and consistent with the urban and population growth trends, air transport is projected to double by 2030, placing an increased pressure on existing aviation infrastructure. Without a large number of investments over a long period of time and the collaboration of multiple Member States to modernize and expand aviation infrastructure, the use of aviation as an economic development driver will be severely constrained.

Despite all the multiple benefits that aviation yields, the sector merle receives a 4.2 per cent (USD 4.6 billion) of the total Official Development Assistance (ODA) provided by all donors for economic infrastructure and services for the past decade (2005-2013). In comparison, road transport was allocated a share of 54.7 per cent which amounts to USD 60.9 billion. 

To better understand how aviation is supported by development aid, including ODA,  ICAO developed a donor profile application. This app contains information on financial flows disbursed and committed by donor Member States obtained from OECD public database enriched by ICAO data. It aims at informing advocacy efforts to mobilize resources for the sustainable development of air transport systems of ICAO Member States. My colleagues will be pleased to share with you information on how to access this application. 

Indeed, investments in air transport infrastructure in all States, and in LDCs LLDCs and SIDS in particular, are fundamental since they support quicker and more efficient responses to unforeseen situations. Developing ICAO compliant aviation infrastructure has the potential to reduce the death toll and damage extent in the wake of a crisis and in the following period of recovery and will also foster social and economic growth in stable situations. 

https://goo.gl/YZRnjQ
https://goo.gl/YZRnjQ
https://goo.gl/YZRnjQ
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Ladies and gentlemen, to maximize the benefits from aviation, States are encouraged to prioritize aviation in their development plans to unlock the social and economic benefits it generates. As a means to support its Member States in this endeavour, ICAO has been working tirelessly for the sector’s key contributions to be recognized and prioritized in relevant international and regional development frameworks.

It is now crucial for States to promote the importance of civil aviation to socio-economic development, and to prioritize it within their Administrations, since it has proven to contribute to the SDGs. This prioritization will also facilitate access to funding to make the necessary enhancements to air transport systems in all States. 
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The sustainable development that we are all aiming at can only be achieved through revitalized and enhanced Global Partnerships that will bring together Governments, civil society, the private sector, the United Nations system and other actors and mobilizing all available resources to ensure that No Country is Left Behind. 

In closing ladies and gentlemen, let me please re-emphasize the important need of implementing international standards adopted by ICAO to ensure the sustainability and prosperity of the air transport sector. Contributing to the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development remains top priorities for all of us. 
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